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critic of that time to such a phenomenon as
Sibelius. Of the five movements of the string
suite Flodin thought it safe to assert that " they
bore evidence of their composer having studied the
musical secrets of the string quartet with intelli-
gent talent and given practical assistance in
producing them. The independent counterpoint
treatment of the three instruments was also very
excellent, even inspired; not excellent in the
ordinary scholastic sense, but thoroughly novel and
modern. Frankly, I was astonished by the debut
of this composer."

His opinion of the A minor quartet was equally
enthusiastic:

" In this composition M. Sibelius has given such
brilliant proof of original musical talent that we
may expect the greatest things of him. In all the
different movements of the quartet, there was a
wealth of ideas and independence, combined with
mastery of the technical difficulties, that must
be described as unique qualities in the case of so
young a composer. At one step M, Sibelius has
placed himself in the .front rank of those to whom
it is entrusted to bew the standard-bearers ,of
Finnish creative music."